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contributing writer
Megan Bazzle typically begins preparing for any event 
about four days in advance. Dressed in gym shorts and 
a JMU T-shirt, her hair up in a bun, she stands in the 
middle of her kitchen surrounded by three blenders and 
flavors of icing and baking supplies everywhere. Right 
now, she is preparing to bake a six-inch, two-tiered, 
red velvet wedding cake and eight-dozen cupcakes for 
a wedding this weekend. 
With all of her supplies ready to go, she begins 
to mix the cake ingredients using an assembly line 
method. All three blenders run at the same time, 
whizzing as the mix blends into a smooth batter. The 
sweet smell of cake quickly fills the kitchen as Bazzle 
begins to make a variety of icing flavors. 
Twenty one year-old Bazzle is a senior at JMU, 
taking a full-course load of hospitality management 
classes while also running her own business.  
She started Bazzle’s Bakery about two and a half 
years ago. Bazzle had always been interested in 
baking, but when she baked her first, custom-made 
cake for a friend’s wedding nearly three years ago, 
she decided to turn her hobby into a career. Since 
then, she has created 21 cake flavors, 30 fillings and 
14 flavors of icing. She has catered for about 30 cli-
ents and events.
News of Bazzle’s Bakery has spread mostly from 
friends recommending her to others, quickly reach-
ing the point where she was booked every weekend 
throughout September and October, which is quite a 
boatload of work for someone operating strictly from 
her home kitchen. 
Some of her best-selling flavors include a chocolate 
fudge cake with raspberry filling and vanilla butter-
cream; an apple spice cake with caramel filling and 
vanilla cream cheese frosting and a caramel drizzle 
on top; and a moist orange cake with orange cream 
cheese icing and candied orange peel to finish it off. 
see Bakery, page B2
Joy to the Quad
The annual Christmas tree lighting will take place tomorrow at 7 p.m. on 
the Quad. President Jon Alger and Mark Warner will speak before the tree 
lighting. The event will feature a cappella performances, free food and the 
first ever candle lighting ceremony.
The tree on the Quad is a Norway Spruce and was grown in Waynesboro, 
Va. at Waynesboro Nurseries. The tree is 18 feet tall and 15 feet wide.
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 12/5 insiDe news A3  spreading Christmas cheer  JMU students share the gift 
of giving with Mountain 
View Elementary.
oPinion A5  send in the drones
Amazon’s outlandish 
idea makes for a good 
Cyber Monday stunt.
life B1 Jammin’
Richmond jam band returns 
to the Friendly City this 
Saturday night. 




End of the roadRefugees 
find hope
By Chris kent 
The Breeze
According to reports conducted by 
the United Nations, over 15,000 peo-
ple are killed or injured by land mines 
around the world every year. 
That is equivalent to more than half 
the population of  the undergraduate 
students at JMU becoming amputees 
or dying due to unexploded ordinanc-
es. Though around the world it is not 
just young adults who are affected, 
as land mine victims are usually the 
elderly or children.  
“Right now there are hundreds of 
thousands of Syrian refugees outside 
Syria. Hundreds of thousands are in 
Jordan,” Ken Rutherford, director of 
the Center for International Stabiliza-
tion and Recovery, said. “When there 
is peace in Syria they are going to 
return home, and what they’re going 
to find is crumbled buildings mixed 
with unexploded ammunition.”
These atrocities are what organiza-
tions like the U.N. and CISR are trying 
to prevent. CISR is a JMU sponsored 
organization that deals with such vio-
lence. The organization’s main job is 
to train refugees around the world 
on how to recognize and safely deal 
with unexploded ordinances, such as 
mines, grenades, mortars and impro-
vised explosive devices, or IEDs. 
Since 1996, CISR has created pro-
grams all across the globe, including 
Vietnam, Lebanon, Burma, Burundi, 
Indonesia and Jordan. These places 
have seen multiple wars throughout 
the past century and are considered 
hot zones for land mines and unex-
ploded munitions. The program 
focuses on teaching identification 
techniques and safety protocols. Along 
with teaching these techniques, CISR 
also trains refugees to become part 
of the program— continuing the cir-
culation of knowledge and hopefully 
prevent more accidents. 
Since Operation Desert Storm in 
Iraq, CISR has been in the Middle 
East putting on programs to educate 
refugees. Most programs consist of 
hands-on learning, using props, pic-
tures and diagrams. Recently CISR has 
sponsored a program in Jordan to help 
Syrian refugees.
The Syrian civil war conflict has 
been going on for approximately 
four years now, and never before has 
see syria, page A4 
JMU sponsored program 
educates countries on 
unexploded ordinances
By wayne ePPs Jr. 
The Breeze
It’s been a week and a half since head football coach 
Mickey Matthews was fired  after 15 years. Now the ques-
tion is: What’s next?
On Nov. 25, the day of Matthews’ termination, JMU Direc-
tor of Athletics Jeff Bourne said that he wanted the search 
process to be “deliberate” but also “expeditious.” This week, 
he echoed that sentiment and it appears that progress is 
being made.
“We’re very pleased with the direction the search is 
going,” Bourne said.
As of right now, the formal application process will run 
through Dec. 11. That’s when applicants will need to have 
their letter of application, resume and references submit-
ted, according to the formal job posting on ncaamarket.
ncaa.org.  
CarrSports Consulting, the company that conducted JMU’s 
Football Bowl Subdivision Feasibility Study, is being used 
to accept and screen candidates. Like the feasibility study, 
the company’s services are being paid for through the JMU 
Foundation. Candidates will apply through CarrSports and 
see searCh, page B4
Bazzle’s dazzles
By wayne ePPs Jr. 
The Breeze
Nov. 25 marked the end of an era for not only the JMU foot-
ball program, but the whole JMU community. Head coach 
Mickey Matthews led the Dukes since he was hired in 1999 
and the program evolved significantly over his tenure.
Matthews, a native of Andrews, Texas, took over a 3-8 team 
on Mar. 22, 1999. He had previously been a linebackers and 
defensive backs coach at the University of Georgia. The Bull-
dogs went 24-11 during his three-year stint.
Alex Wood was Matthews’ predecessor, and he went 23-22 
during his four seasons at JMU, but had losing seasons his final 
two years in 1997 and 1998. Wood  jumped to the NFL to be 
the Minnesota Vikings’ quarterbacks coach.
But with limited time to prepare in the spring of 1999, Mat-
thews still took the team to an 8-4 overall record and a 7-1 
record in the Atlantic 10 in his first season.
 Some struggles came after that first season, as JMU went 
13-21 from 2000-2003. It appeared his job was on the line after 
the 2003 season, but he received a contract extension.
With quarterback Justin Rascati at the helm, a new transfer 
from the University of Louisville, the Dukes had a breakout 
see Matthews, page B5
Nationwide search under way 
for new head football coach 
Matthews accomplished several 
things during 15-year tenure  
Senior hospitality management major starts her own bakery from home
Megan Bazzle, owner of Bazzle’s Bakery, currently makes 
and sells cakes and cupcakes from her sister’s kitchen.
JAMeS ChuNg / The Breeze
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Mickey Matthews’ JMU career
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The Breeze, the student-run newspaper 
of James Madison University, serves 
student, faculty and staff readership by 
reporting news involving the campus 
and local community. The Breeze strives 
to be impartial and fair in its reporting 
and firmly believes in First Amendment 
rights.
Published Monday and Thursday 
mornings, The Breeze is distributed 
throughout James Madison University 
and the local Harrisonburg community.  
Single copies of The Breeze are 
distributed free of charge. Additional 
copies are available for 50 cents 
by contacting our business office. 
Comments and complaints should be 
addressed to Sean Cassidy, editor.
I’m still not tired. I’ve got that Macy’s adrenaline pumping 
through my veins.
Kerri Seaman | via Twitter
Our band > your band.
Kali Newlen | via Twitter
Reactions to the #MRDs performing in the 
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade.
Discuss this week’s burning topics with us! 
Send us your responses @TheBreezeJMU 
or on our Facebook. ‘‘
Sophomore IDLS major Kimberley Muldoon is taking advantage of the extra 
week of winter break by visiting Hawaii. Find out what other students are 
doing over break and how they are preparing for finalsww @ breezejmu.
org/multimedia. 





























































WASHINGTON — Seven in 10 stu-
dents who graduated with bachelor’s 
degrees in 2012 had student loan 
debt, with an average debt of $29,400, 
according to a report from The Institute 
for College Access & Success (TICAS).
Both figures increased since 2008, 
the last year comparable numbers were 
available, when 68 percent of graduates 
had an average debt of $23,450.
Student debt varied tremendously by 
state, according to the report. Students 
in South Dakota were the most likely 
to graduate with debt, with 78 percent 
of graduates owing money, while stu-
dents in Nevada were the least likely to 
graduate with debt, with 41 percent of 
graduates owing money.
Average debt per student also dif-
fered across state lines. Many high-debt 
states were in the Northeast and Mid-
west. Delaware’s students had the 
highest average debt in the country, at 
$33,649, while students in New Mexico 
had the lowest average debt, at $17,994.
“Despite discouraging headlines, a 
college degree remains the best route 
to finding a job in this tight market,” 
said Lauren Asher, president of TICAS, 
a nonprofit organization that aims 
to make college more available and 
affordable. “But students and families 
need to know that debt levels can vary 
widely from college to college.”
Paul Walker died 
of injuries, burns 
‘within seconds,’
Los Angeles Times
LOS ANGELES — “Fast and Furious” 
and “Into the Blue” star Paul Walker 
died from a combination of traumatic 
injuries and burns after the red Porsche 
Carerra GT he was riding in crashed 
and erupted in flames, according to 
autopsy results released Wednesday 
by the Los Angeles County Coroner’s 
office.
The car’s driver, 38-year-old Roger 
Rodas, died from traumatic injuries, 
coroner’s officials said.
Coroner Ed Winter said the men died 
“within seconds” of the crash. More 
details will be available when the final 
autopsy is released, Winter said.
The deaths have been ruled an acci-
dent, with the injuries occurring as the 
result of “auto versus fixed object.” 
U.S. lags behind 
nations in reading, 
science, math
Los Angeles Times
LOS ANGELES — Fifteen-year-old 
students in the U.S. lag behind many 
countries around the world when it 
comes to reading, science and math, 
according to test results released 
Tuesday.
The scores, which place the U.S. in the 
middle of the global pack, showed little 
change from American students who 
have taken the test over the past decade.
At the top of the rankings are Asian 
countries including South Korean, Japan 
and Singapore. The Organization for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Development 
administered the exams to 15-year-
old students in more than 60 nations 
and school systems under the Program 
for International Student Assessment, 
known as PISA. About 6,000 students in 
the U.S. took the test.
The test scores are viewed by some 
policymakers and analysts as an indica-
tor of future economic competitiveness 
in the world and also an indication that 
spending in education could be more 
wisely invested. 
Mubarak out of 
prison as tensions 
remain high
Philadelphia Tribune
PHILADEPLPHIA — Coming soon to 
a Starbucks in New Jersey: Five guys hud-
dled around a corner table with laptops 
open, playing poker online?
That was a scenario discussed at an 
Internet gambling conference last month 
in Philadelphia.
“You’re going to have an informal clus-
tering of people,” Joe Brennan, former 
chairman of iMEGA, an online-gaming 
association, predicted at the World Regu-
latory Briefing.
“That’s natural social functioning,” he 
said. Does that mean poker players and 
slots addicts will flood free public Wi-Fi 
hot spots like Wegmans and Starbucks, 
now that online gambling is legal in New 
Jersey? Will retailers allow it? Some will. 
Some won’t.
As of right now, Starbucks seems to be 
allowing it. An Inquirer reporter succeed-
ed in gambling at Tropicanacasino.com 
at a Starbucks in Galloway Township, 
N.J., on Nov. 26. the day online casinos 
opened to the public. Dunkin’ Donuts is 
thinking about what to do.
Killing of Hezbollah 
commander linked to 
Syrian war
McClatchy Foreign Staff
AALBAK, Lebanon — A senior member of 
Hezbollah blamed groups sympathetic to Syr-
ia’s rebels for the assassination early Wednesday 
of a top Hezbollah military commander as the 
commander was returning home from work.
Hassan al-Laqis was shot repeatedly in 
the head and neck with small-caliber pistols, 
apparently equipped with silencers, according 
to Lebanese security officials and Hezbollah 
members.
The Lebanon-based militant group initially 
accused Israel in the killing, a charge that coun-
try denied, but speaking at al-Laqis’ funeral in 
the afternoon, Sheikh Mohammed Yazbek, 
a senior Hezbollah official, linked the assas-
sination to recent attacks that Hezbollah and 
Lebanese government officials have pinned on 
Syrian rebels and their Sunni supporters. 
Mexican drug wlord 
accused in DEA 
murder
McClatchy Foreign Staff
MEXICO CITY — Rafael Caro Quintero, a 
fugitive drug lord whom U.S. authorities hold 
responsible for the 1985 kidnapping and murder 
of DEA agent Enrique Camarena, has appealed 
in a personal letter to Mexico’s president for help 
getting U.S. drug agents off his back because they 
are causing an “infernal nightmare” for his loved 
ones.
Caro Quintero said U.S. authorities even 
revoked a visa given his granddaughter to under-
go cancer treatment at a U.S. hospital.
A founder of the Guadalajara Cartel, Caro 
Quintero was sentenced to 40 years in prison 
for orchestrating the kidnapping, torture and 
murder of Camerena, a Drug Enforcement 
Administration agent. But a regional court in 
Jalisco state overturned the sentence on proce-
dural grounds Aug. 8, allowing Caro Quintero to 
walk out of prison before dawn a day later. He 
had served 28 years.
North Korea’s No. 2 
official may have been 
ousted
Los Angeles Times
SEOUL, South Korea — North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un’s uncle, the Pyongyang regime’s 
de facto No. 2 official, has probably been ousted 
from his posts, South Korea’s state spy agency said 
Tuesday.
The National Intelligence Service said that two 
close confidants of 67-year-old Jang Song Taek 
appear to have been publicly executed in late 
November for “anti-party activities.”
The intelligence agency concluded that the exe-
cutions of Ri Yong-Ha and Jang Soo-Kil couldn’t 
have taken place unless Jang, holding the position 
of vice chairman of the National Defense Com-
mission, had lost his job.
Jang is the husband of the late leader Kim 
Jong Il’s only full sibling, Kim Kyung Hui, and 
held a position in the secretive family hierarchy 
tantamount to regent after Kim Jong Il died in 
December 2010, leaving the not-yet-30-year-old 





CAIRO — A prominent Egyptian political activ-
ist reported Tuesday he had been picked up by 
police, the latest in a string of arrests of secular 
Egyptians who helped spearhead the country’s 
2011 uprising against ousted former president 
Hosni Mubarak.
Before his arrest, Ahmed Douma sent a tweet 
alerting followers of his arrest, saying he was 
aware of the accusation against him.
Compiled from McClatchy-Tribune wire 
services
Singing the fight song in the middle of my living room with the 
#MRDs playing on national television
Alexandra Roadley | via Twitter
Just watched my alma mater’s band in the Macy’s parade. they 
looked and sounded great. way to go
Tommy Larson | via Twitter
Love hearing that fight song in the Macy’s parade!




Mountain View Elementary School is tak-
ing holiday cheer into its own hands with 
the help of a few JMU Dukes.
A group of four JMU students took what 
they were learning in the classroom to help 
out the Harrisonburg community with the 
Tree Stocking Drive.  
The drive encourages people in the com-
munity to donate gifts to the elementary 
school for students whose parents do not 
have the financial means to give presents 
to their kids during the holiday season.
Individuals can donate random gifts or 
“adopt” a child by picking a stocking off the 
giving tree in the school lobby. By adopting 
a child, donors buy their kid an article of 
clothing, a toy and a miscellaneous gift. All 
three gifts are then given to the pre-regis-
tered families anonymously. 
According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 
between 2007 and 2011, about 32 percent 
of people in Harrisonburg lived below the 
poverty level and the average income of 
households was $37,850.
Abby Shimkus, a senior writing, rhetoric 
and technical communication major, was 
volunteering and tutoring at Mountain View 
Elementary when she heard about the drive. 
She decided to incorporate the drive into 
her WRTC 486 class, writing in the commu-
nity by making it her end of the semester 
project in hopes of expanding the drive into 
the greater Harrisonburg area. 
“We read a book on Ghandi and we read 
a book on someone who was a spiritual 
counselor in a prison,” Shimkus said. “We 
talk about different people who have made 
impacts on the community in some way and 
different ways that people reach out to the 
community.”
The Tree Stocking Drive helps the stu-
dents and the community do just that 
— impact the lives of kids in the commu-
nity during the holiday season.
Mountain View Elementary guidance 
counselor, Danielle Brino-Dean, the school’s 
coordinator for the drive, explained that 
the school has been doing the drive since it 
opened and that it is a program unique from 
other donation drives in that it is personal-
ized to each child/family.
“The information is kept confidential and 
away from the kids, the staff and the people 
who help with the project,” Brino-Dean 
said. “I take that information, without the 
student’s name, and I will put that informa-
tion together on one of the little stockings.”
 Jackie Brennan, a junior WRTC major, has 
been working with Shimkus and said that 
this program in particular really keeps the 
holiday spirit alive.
“Because donors are anonymous it is like 
Santa is giving the gifts to these parents,” 
Brennan said. “Nobody is getting credit for 
the presents they donate.”
Brennan added that the project has been 
eye-opening because often times as college 
students we get so caught up in our own 
schedules. 
“It isn’t stuff I am ignorant to [poverty 
low-income households] but a lot of times it 
just isn’t on my agenda so things like people 
who are below the poverty line in the Har-
risonburg community, they kind of just slip 
by the wayside in my mind,” Brennan said. 
“It’s unfortunate but that is how it is.”
Shimkus also felt that the project made 
her think about the community at-large and 
the impact, not only now, but in the future 
that programs like Mountain Views Elemen-
tary will have.
“It is also about the kids who are young 
and who are going to grow up in the com-
munity,” Shimkus said. “They should have 
this experience as children so as they grow 
up they can hopefully see the impact it made 
on them so they can do the same.”
Brino-Dean explained that while every 
year the number of volunteers at the school 
increases, so does the amount of families 
see giftS, page A4
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english professor Paul bogard shares the memories that made him want to teach 
By lAurEn gordon
The  Breeze
Every Thursday, The Breeze will 
be running a Q&A with one of JMU’s 
professors. This week we’re featur-
ing English professor Paul Bogard. 
He is also a published author.
What made you decide to 
become a professor?
Well, I always enjoyed school. I 
always enjoyed being on college 
campuses, I have a love of 
curiosity, a love for reading and 
I just like the people on college 
campuses so I knew it was a 
place that I wanted to be and I 
also really love the lifestyle. I’m 
not really interested in working 
a standard 40-hour a week 
job. I like having the freedom 
to make my own hours. So the 
good thing is that we can kind 
of make our own hours. The bad 
thing is that there’s sort of always 
something to do. It’s not a job 
that you leave at the office.
What were you like as 
a college student?
In the classroom, I was pretty 
quiet, pretty shy and a little 
intimidated by the really smart 
people in the classroom. But 
outside the classroom, I had 
lots of friends and enjoyed, the 
social aspects of college, and just 
meeting really interesting people. 
Many of which are friends of mine, 
you know, many years later, so 
that was a really great part of it.
if you could say anything to 
your college self that you know 
now, what would you say?
  
I don’t know, I’m pretty happy 
with the life that I’ve lived. I would 
say you know, have confidence. 
That’s a big thing. Confidence is 
so important in so many things.
What are some of the things 
you do outside of Jmu?
I write books outside. I just had a 
book published in July ”The End 
of Night: Searching for Natural 
Darkness in an Age of Artificial 
Light,” so I’m in the process now 
of picking the next topic. [I’m] 
deciding what book to write 
now, and that’s actually a pretty 
challenging, involved process. 
Cause I’m gonna spend, you know, 
several years working on it. I had 
a wonderful dog for 15 years, who 
just died in August. So that was 
a big part of my life. I loved being 
in the woods with her. Books and 
dogs are the biggest thing.
A lot of professor’s work goes 
on outside the classroom. Most 
people have teaching, but they 
also have research and writing 
and class and committees and all 
that kind of stuff too. So we’re 
actually super busy people.  
how would you describe 
your teaching style?
I think it’s pretty relaxed, pretty 
loose, but also demanding if that 
makes sense. There’s a Buddhist 
saying that is ‘In discipline, there 
is freedom,’ that when we’re 
disciplined, through our discipline, 
we’re allowed to be free and that’s 
what I hope that my students 
will do. Be disciplined to do the 
work and then we can be free 
to have fun and talk about the 
subject. If they don’t do the work, 
if they’re not disciplined, then 
they don’t have that freedom.
What is something that you 
hope that students can take 
away from your class?
I have pretty big hopes. I think 
that creative writing specifically 
and the liberal arts in general 
are about teaching people 
how to ask questions — how to 
think for themselves, how to 
express themselves, how to be 
good citizens, so we have a big 
job to do and I think it’s really 
important. I want them to care 
about something. It doesn’t 
have to be what I care about, 
but I want them to care about 
something and know that we’re 
all connected so that if you care 
about something and I care about 
something and they care about 
something, we will, you know, 
make the world a better place.
Was there ever a specific 
professor that influenced you 
to become a professor?
I’ve had many. That’s probably a 
big reason why I’m a professor, 
but when I was in college, there 
was a guy named Bardwell 
Smith, who was a professor of 
religion. His house was right 
across the street from campus 
(Carleton College, Minnesota), 
and we would just go to his 
house and sit on the floor. He 
had an old golden retriever and 
a cat named Catmandu. I mean 
it was really inspiring, and he 
used to say things like ‘the only 
final exam is the rest of your 
days.’ For a 19-year-old, who I 
was at the time, it was just really 
inspiring and I thought this is 
what I want to do with my life.
contAct Lauren Gordon at 
breezephotography@gmail.com.
Inspiring reflections
Paul Bogard teaches creative writing and said he loves being on a college campus. 
Holly Warfield / tHe breeze
Triathlete doesn’t 
let major bike 





JMU students encourage community involvement in Christmas gift donation drive
laUreN gordoN / tHe breeze
“it is also about the kids 
who are young and who 
are going to grow up in the 
community. they should 
have this experience as 
children so as they grow up 
they can hopefully see the 
impact it made on them so 
they can do the same.”
Abby Shimkus




In August, JMU senior media arts 
and design major and triathlete Cyn-
thia Carson was cycling behind a 
friend when he slowed and her front 
tire met his rear one. She fell and hit 
her head, damaging the helmet, send-
ing her to the hospital briefly in shock 
and with a mild concussion. 
At 7 a.m. Oct. 22, Carson awoke and 
met cycling buddy Ben Stout for the 
25-mile drive to Reddish Knob. 
They would conquer the peak as 
a way of testing their heart rates. She 
was also a little thrilled to be wearing 
the new hot-pink cycling shorts she got 
in the mail at half the $120 retail price.
Cycling is Carson’s forte in the triath-
lon. She placed second this semester in 
Mid-Atlantic competition. Last semes-
ter, she placed 40th out of more than 
400 women in a national collegiate 
competition.
Nine miles later, from base to tip, she 
hoisted her new 18-pound road bike 
for Stout to photograph. Her face was 
smeared with the wide grin of victory. 
Stout, a senior political science 
major, headed downhill ahead of her, 
both taking the steep hill — the kind 
that warns truckers to gear way down. 
She was going about 30 mph.
Potholes and gravel made the 
descent treacherous to begin with. 
She followed proper form but because 
the bike was new she had barely tested 
its brakes. She applied too much brake 
pressure, which thrust her violently 
forward.
First, her abdomen struck the han-
dlebar ends, then the front and left side 
of her face slammed the pavement. 
Her five bottom front teeth, still in 
their sockets — and intact today — 
knocked back by a jaw snapped free in 
three places. She also badly chipped 
a top tooth. And then there were the 
slashing facial cuts.
It so happened she was wearing 
cycling shoes with the cleats worn 
down, which prevented her feet from 
being locked onto the pedals, as would 
be usual. Had she been locked in, her 
feet would have dragged the bike after 
her.
Waiting for her at the bottom, Stout 
became concerned after two minutes 
and got back in his car to find her.
He found her riding downhill in a 
dazed state, half her face oozing blood. 
From there, it was an ambulance ride to 
Rockingham Memorial Hospital. 
Carson recalls an E.R. staffer:“She’s 
a trauma. We need to take her to U.Va.”
That’s a one-hour drive but an eight-
minute chopper flight. She estimates 
a total memory lapse of about 1 1/2 
hours. 
Brian Frazier, her boyfriend and a 
business major at Blue Ridge Com-
munity College, was working for a 
plumbing company in Lexington when 
he got a text from Stout.
 “He was like, ‘Cynthia fell. She’s at 
RMH, if you want to stop by.’ “I was like, 
‘Um, yeah, I wanna stop by,” he recalled 
with a laugh. “I knew it had to be some-
thing fairly traumatic because she’s so 
tough.”
For her parents, Suzanne and Stuart, 
perhaps more painful than first seeing 
her was the long drive from Arlington to 
U.Va., not knowing how serious it was.
“People say, ‘How do you stay 
calm?’” Suzanne said. “I get calm and I 
get very determined and then when it’s 
over, I fall apart.”
Though Carson had screamed here 
and there, she hadn’t yet cried. That 
first happened when the medical staff 
cut off her hot-pink cycling shorts.
Then came the 10 anesthetic injec-
tions before 37 stitches could be sewn 
in five places. The injections “were the 
worst experience of the whole situa-
tion,” she said. Since she had to keep 
her head still, Frazier recalled, “She 
was, like, convulsing,” so he held her 
feet and massaged her legs.
When Suzanne walked into the 
hospital room, nine of her triathlete 
teammates were already there, along 
with Frazier and Stout.
The roughly three-hour surgery left 
Carson with two permanent metal 
plates to keep the jaw in place, and 
part of the wiring to keep her jaw shut 
see BikE, page A4 
from page A3
was constantly digging into her 
gums “like knives,” she said. 
“Excruciating.” 
As for eating, out of the ques-
tion. Only drinking, through 
a straw. She drained her first 
shake in two minutes. She called 
it the second best moment in 
her recovery, with the first yet 
to come.
“The doctors were all very 
amazed at how fast I was heal-
ing. They said it must have been 
because I am young, fit and very 
healthy.”
Her mother said, “Every day 
was just amazing to watch her 
face heal ... We took pictures 
every day because she was just 
so different.”
The hospital bill, not count-
ing the ambulance or helicopter 
ride, was $66,000. 
Fortunately, “We have really 
great insurance.”
She missed two-plus weeks 
of classes — during which she 
lost 13 pounds from the all-liq-
uid diet — and will be caught up 
in time for finals.
Her chipped tooth became a 
root canal and she now sports a 
temporary, whiter tooth. Mon-
day, the last of the “knives” 
digging into her gums were 
removed. 
Being able to eat again was 
ecstasy. Especially burritos.
Did the accident make her 
bike-shy? No, but for three 
weeks she couldn’t ride.
“It made me want to ride 
more than ever.”
Once she was back in school 
but still in healing mode, a class-
mate asked if she’d ridden her 
bike to school that day.
“I rode my mountain bike, 
but don’t tell my mom.”
But her mom said, “We would 
never be able to stop her. She’s 
so good and she loves it, so what 
are we gonna do?”
Her dad applauded her 
return to cycling. 
“I made her boyfriend prom-
ise that he would help her be a 
safe rider. She gets mad at me 
when I say that.”
“The day I got home from the 
hospital, my mom handed me 
her credit card and said, “Buy 
the pink cycling shorts.”
Carson says on her blog: 
“Dream Job: Redskins team 
photographer and Professional 
Triathlete.”
What was it like getting back 
on the bike?
“It was like when I could eat, 
but better.”
Carson has chronicled her 
ordeal in a blog, with lots of 
photos, most of them selfies, 
even aboard the helicopter: 
http://bit.ly/1jn6d2I.
ContaCt SMAD 311 at 
breezenews@gmail.com. 
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that reach out for the support of the 
drive.
“Anyone who comes into the 
building, a parent, some other fam-
ilies, we have different community 
groups … and various JMU students 
have taken stockings and will be 
providing gifts for those kiddos,” 
Brino-Dean said. “Piddleton Bank 
as well as some church groups and 
our staff help out too.”
She said that there are even some 
families that adopt whole families 
and are able to give them general 
household items, cleaning/hygiene 
materials and even a gift card for 
gas.
“Sometimes we just absolute-
ly take for granted that there are 
some families who can’t get around 
because they don’t have gas to put in 
their car,” Brino-Dean said.
While community members and 
students reflect on the importance 
of family and friends, Brino-Dean 
explained that it is so much more.
“It is easy to show care and 
concern for your friends and fam-
ily around the holidays, but it is 
even more important to show it to 
strangers,” Brino-Dean said.
If you’re interested in getting 
involved, or adopting a child, email 
Abby Shimkus at Christmas_MVE@
yahoo.com. 
ContaCt Alana Scharlop at 
breezenews@gmail.com. 
gifts |  Stockings are hung on the ‘Giving Tree’ in the school’s lobby
syria | Organization brings survivors together
from front
the world seen cities continuously 
destroyed for so long. The largest portion 
of causalities from the civil war have been 
civilians — over 70,000 people have been 
killed since the start of March 2011.Three 
years have passed since the beginning of 
the conflict and 2.2 million Syrians have 
fled from their homes in hopes of escaping 
the danger of open conflict.  
The CISR maintains a duty to protect 
civilians from the danger of land mines 
through education.
In Jordan, the CISR is protecting civil-
ians from a more violent, hidden danger 
— buried mines. Children are the most 
likely victims to these bombs as they often 
find loose ones lying about and play with 
them thinking they are toys, according to 
research done by The Journal for ERW and 
Mine Action. 
Reaching out to the masses of refu-
gees can be an overwhelming challenge. 
So the CISR created a plan to capture the 
attention of thousands. The CISR program 
created the “We Love Life” theatrical play. 
The play is aimed at children and put on 
throughout refugee camps. “We Love 
Life” uses land mine victims as actors 
and actresses to develop a stronger bond 
between the audience and the stage. 
“We did the program in Jordan in 
2009, 2010 for more than 5,000 Jordanian 
children. Many people don’t have TVs, 
especially in these camps. So theater is 
an art form that is indigenous and that 
is unique to this population,” Rutherford 
said. 
The program was so successful then, 
that when the CISR hired Lindsay Aldrich, 
alumna of JMU, it taught her the “We Love 
Life” theater play. Aldrich followed  the 
CISR coordinator, Suzanne Fiederlein, over 
to Jordan where they have been organiz-
ing “We Love Life” to be put on for another 
two years, Rutherford explained. When the 
program is ready to be put on, thousands 
of refugees will be able to protect them-
selves from mayhem and disaster.  
Like Aldrich, many of the CISR’s 
employees are JMU students or graduates. 
While walking around the office building 
with Rutherford, he will gladly point out 
all the employees who have connections 
to JMU. 
Rutherford proudly said, “We get let-
ters from people all the time who want to 
work here —and we only hire JMU. In our 
field of unexploded ordinances and land 
mines,  JMU is recognized as a global lead-
er in higher education.”
Two JMU students currently act as 
revisers and fact checkers for the CISR’s 
publication The Journal of ERW and Mine 
Action. Brenda Fiegleson, a senior justice 
studies major, is glad she can be part of 
what she calls a “unique” and “one-of-
a-kind” journal as it goes out to many 
readers and provides viable information 
on land mines to people trying to help 
those afflicted.
“Being in the United States it’s really 
not a problem for us,” Fiegleson said. “We 
really don’t have to worry about going out 
stepping on a land mine. But it opened our 
eyes on something we really didn’t know 
about.” 
Not all employees are stuck in offices 
— many of them are able to give firsthand 
help by travelling to countries across the 
globe. Students can do this and help vic-
tims in places as far away as Vietnam. 
 “For various reasons the name is 
not out there. We’ve had students get 
employed by not just the journal like us, 
but the programming staff and have trav-
el around the world. Going to sites like 
Jordan,” Dane Sosniecki, a public admin-
istration masters student said. 
The land mines issue will continue the 
prolonging wars and the fact that land 
mines are deadly as soon as planted, and 
stay that way until detonated.  Rutherford 
hopes that his project will change lives.
 
ContaCt Chris Kent at 
kent2cm@dukes.jmu.edu. 
COurTeSy Of Ken ruTherfOrd
In 2012, Ken Rutherford attended a mass prosthetics fitting in Vietnam while participating in a 
peer support training workshop. He’s also traveled to other countries like Lebanon. 
“The doctors were 
all very amazed 
at how fast I was 
healing. They 
said it must have 
been because I 
am young, fit and 
very healthy.”
Cynthia Carson
senior media arts 
and design major
bike | Carson shares 
experience on her blog
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It’s been grand
Have a wonderful and relaxing winter break.
the breeze welcomes and encourages readers to voice their opinions 
through letters and guest columns. Letters must be no longer than 250 
words. guest columns must be no more than 650 words.
the breeze reserves the right to edit submissions for length, grammar and 
if material is libelous, factually inaccurate or unclear. the breeze assumes 
the rights to any published work. Opinions expressed in this page, with the 
exception of editorials, are not necessarily those of the breeze or its staff.
Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via e-mail 
and must include name, phone number, major/year if author is a current 
student (or year of graduation), professional title (if applicable) and place 
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“To the press alone, chequered as it is with abuses, the world is 
indebted for all the triumphs which have been gained by reason 
and humanity over error and oppression.” 
— james madison, 1800
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I’ve rewritten this lede 18 times. 
I’ve used various television refer-
ences (from “30 Rock’s” “These were 
the best days of my flerm” to “Arrest-
ed Development’s” “Say goodbye to 
t h e s e  cau s e 
i t ’s  t h e  la st 
time”). I tried 
more dramat-
ic approaches, 
t o o.  Bu t  n o 
m a t t e r  h o w 
m a n y  t i m e s 
I rewrite it, I 
can’t find the 
perfect way to say goodbye.  
My freshman year I had three goals: 
make at least one close friend, don’t 
become an alcoholic and get hired as 
the opinion editor of The Breeze by 
senior year. I was lucky enough to be 
hired my junior year (and I’m not an 
alcoholic, although I am addicted to 
Sheetz fried pickles. We all have our 
ways of coping). While I had no idea 
what I was doing, the people in the 
office were supportive and hilari-
ous and helped me become the best 
I could be. If I manage to work in an 
office with people half as talented and 
hardworking as the people here, the 
real world might not be so bad after 
all. 
Sean: Thanks for dealing with my 
odd sense of humor and encouraging 
me to be creative even when I didn’t 
want to be. Anne: You’ve always been 
one of my biggest supporters and a 
great friend, but I will never under-
stand your obsession with Paris. IJ: 
You’re a news-writing machine, but 
you have so many other talents too. 
Please support me financially when 
you become famous. 
Hayley: You’ve finally gotten rid of 
the seaward. Wayne: Thank you for 
teaching me what it means to be a 
baller. Kortney: Thanks for catching 
all of my stupid mistakes and never 
judging me for them. I hope I get to 
read more of your writing one day. 
Mary Kate: You’re the coolest per-
son I know. Don’t let anyone tell you 
you’re not a star. Lauren and Matt: 
We’ll always have that one photo-
assignment. Alana and Drew: I didn’t 
get to work with the two of you for 
very long, but I think you’re both very 
talented. Heather: Ours is a love for 
the history books. No man will ever 
be good enough for me. Jillian and 
Ali: You suck. 
Thank-you’s aside, it hasn’t all 
been a picnic with the Cleavers. I’ve 
had bad times at this job too (as evi-
denced by my inbox full of hate mail), 
but I’ve learned from my mistakes 
and I wouldn’t trade those learning 
experiences for anything. 
The thing about having an opin-
ion when you’re young is that half 
the time people are probably going 
to say you don’t know what you’re 
talking about. Ten years from now 
I might look back on the articles I 
edited and wrote and think the same 
thing. But having an opinion is bet-
ter than being apathetic — and in an 
increasingly apathetic generation, the 
fact that JMU generates such produc-
tive conversation on the opinion page 
is an amazing thing. 
I will continue to write articles 
throughout next semester, and I’m 
sure you’ll see me walking around 
campus (out of breath because of all 
of the fried pickles). I hope the mark 
I’ve made as a Breeze editor (however 
small it may be) is a positive one. 
Finally, to Corey Tierney, the new 
editor: Always go for the knees, kid. 




so long, farewell, muh-muh-nuh-muh-muh-muuh (I don’t know the words)
Amazon’s publicity stunt 
Prime Air isn’t as revolutionary as company promises
Scott JoHnSon |  the breeze
This Sunday, Amazon released 
a YouTube video announcing its 
revolutionary Amazon Prime Air 
program, which delivers packages 
with “quadcopter” drones. 
According to CEO Jeff Bezos, you 
can get your brand new Kindle 
Fire delivered to your house in 
approximately 30 minutes. If you 
live 10 minutes from an Amazon 
Fulfillment Center, you are in luck! 
But otherwise, this advertisement 
was mostly a marketing ploy to get 
people to purchase more items on 
Amazon for Cyber Monday. 
As much as I love using my 
Amazon Prime account, I’m pretty 
skeptical of this new drone system. 
In a “60 Minutes” interview, Jeff 
Bezos said, “We are four or five years 
from drones being able to deliver 
small packages to your house.” As 
neat as this is, there are limitations. 
The drones can only carry packages 
that weigh five pounds or less 
and they currently only operate 
for locations ten miles outside of 
Amazon’s 96 warehouses. 
The reality is not as amazing 
as the company made it seem in 
their YouTube spot, which depicts 
a small drone delivering a package 
to a man’s back patio, and doesn’t 
include pricing information or the 
fact that you have to live within 
a certain radius of one of their 
warehouses. 
Can you imagine what the cost 
of Amazon Prime Air will be? 
Even with Amazon Prime, which 
is already $79 a year, it costs four 
dollars for each item to be delivered 
in one day. If we were to compare 
this to post office prices, next day 
air is not cheap in the slightest. 
This privilege could cost triple or 
quadruple that of normal shipping 
prices. Would that be worth it if 
you had to pay an extra $20 on a 
textbook you found out about last 
minute?
It has even been brought up 
that these drones could easily be 
shot down or stolen as they are 
delivering an item. According 
to thehill.com, 86 percent of 
Amazon’s supplies could be put in 
a drone-delivered box, so you could 
order something really expensive 
that doesn’t even make it. 
This issue has brought up concerns 
with the United States Senate 
over drones being considered for 
non-military uses. Jay Rockefeller, 
the chairman for the U.S. Senate 
Committee on Commerce, Science 
and Transportation, made a 
statement that the drone concern will 
be prevalent for years to come:
“As we move forward toward 
integrating drones into civilian life 
and capitalizing on the economic 
opportunities they offer, we must 
make certain that these aircraft meet 
rigorous safety and privacy standards. 
I plan to hold a hearing early 
next year to explore the potential 
economic benefits of unmanned 
vehicles in our airspace as well as 
the potential risks they may create.”
I support the idea that we 
should have better technology to 
make a more efficient, economical 
country. Even Amazon being the 
leader in this new concept is great, 
I just don’t think Bezos should 
have made this announcement 
when it’s nowhere near ready. It 
feels like we would be paying more 
for a gimmick rather than a really 
beneficial service.
Scott Johnson is a senior 
writing, rhetoric and technical 
communication major. Contact 
Scott at johnsosp@dukes.jmu.
edu.  
A “shut-it” dart to the boy in my animal 
behavior class who is constantly talking to and 
playing hangman with the girl next to him.
From someone who knows that such a nice 
professor deserves more respect that that.
A “thanks-for-nothing” dart to University 
Program Board for stringing along a student for a 
year who won two tickets to Disney World before 
finally telling him he would not be getting it.
From the friend who knew how much winning 
that prize meant to him because he had never been 
to Disney World.
A “worthless” dart to the School of Media Arts 
and Design for giving the majority of its students 
false hope during college until graduation when 
the world gives them a slap in the face. 
From a senior who will be presenting himself to 
the public as “graduated from JMU with only an 
art minor.”
A “thank-you-for-the-great-cookies” pat to 
the JMU Health Center.
From all of the guys renovating the old 
Rockingham Hospital.
A “do-you-even-wear-clothes?” dart to the 
woman at UREC on Monday whose shorts were 
barely longer than her shirt. 
From a woman who wishes you had more 
self-respect.
A “that’s-our-christmas-tree?” dart to the 
person who picked out the Quad Christmas tree 
this year.
From a student who thought the tree last year 
was spectacular and fluffy and thinks this one 
doesn’t live up to expectations.
An “aren’t-we-supposed-to-be-the-
change?” dart to parking services for allowing 
a JMU-owned gas-powered SUV to block access 
to the new electric vehicle charger at the ISAT 
loading dock.
From someone who actually cares about the  
environment. 
A “thanks-for-the-extra-brainpower” pat to 
the lady working the Festival crepe station who 
sprinkled extra cinnamon on my crepe today.
From a stressed-out senior nursing student that 
needs all the help she can get.
A “this-is-how-it-should-always-be” dart to 
the students complaining about there only being 
two weeks between Thanksgiving and Christmas 
break. 
From a student who doesn’t mind the short 
business trip to JMU. 
An “i-want-the-world-for-you” pat to Kelly 
Clarkson. 
From a student who wants the world for Kelly 
Clarkson and thinks everyone else should too. 
An “i’m-looking-forward-to-next-semester” 
pat to my best friend who is very important to me. 
From a senior who thinks it’s been a while since 
we met in freshman year French class. 
A “i’ll-see-you-in-court-and-in-HEll” 
dart to the policeman who gave me a ticket for 
speeding in a “school zone” when there weren’t 
any signs. 
From a guy who was already borrowing another 
car because his had broken down. 
A “do-you-hate-children-and-also-
charities?” dart to JMU for not having a big 
enough venue to accomodate everyone who 
wanted to go to Operation Santa Claus on 
Monday night. 
From one of the students who was kicked out. 
A “goodbye-and-good-riddance” dart to this 
semester for being the worst of all time.
From a student who can’t wait to have a fresh 
start. 
A “one-last-pat-for-the-road” pat to the staff of 
The Breeze for being so supportive and downright 
sexy.
From the now-former opinion editor. 
darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not necessarily reflect the truth.
Submit darts & Pats at breezejmu.org
I hope the mark I’ve 
made as a breeze 
editor (however 
small it may be) is 
a positive one. 
Kat MCdearIs / COntrIbUtIng COLUMnIst
Can you imagine 
what the cost of 
amazon Prime air 
will be? even with 
amazon Prime, which 
is already $79 a year, 
it costs four dollars 
for each item to be 
delivered in one day. 
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1070 Lois Lane  •  540.432.0600
all-inclusive + on bus route
fully furnished + private bed & bath
free tanning + tness center + game room
sand volleyball & basketball courts
computer center + pet friendly 
APPLY TODAY
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“Where JMU buys their diamonds”
JAMES MCHONE JEWLERY
*All of  our diamonds are graded by an on staff  GIA Diamond Graduate
Visit us at 75 S. Court Square Harrisonburg or www.mchonejewelry.com
!
This Week $1,900 
14K White Gold 0.63cts Diamond Ring
Center Diamond Round 0.53cts SI2 GH
Proficiat Postaliosa! 
If Harry Potter commemorative stamps can cast a sol-
vency spell on the U.S. Postal Service, that’s some magic 
we can get behind. Tradition-bound philatelists should 
back off from their complaints.
The stamps, depicting scenes from the movies based 
on J.K. Rowling’s books, went on sale in late November 
despite vehement opposition from some serious stamp 
collectors, who objected that they were both un-Ameri-
can and crassly commercial. Michael Baadke, the editor 
of Linn’s Stamp News, summarized the collectors’ argu-
ments when he wrote that Harry Potter postage was 
“dismissing significant established U.S. stamp traditions 
without explanation.”
“These U.S. stamps picture living actors from other 
countries, something that is unprecedented,” according to 
Baadke. “The films the stamps honor have little to do with 
American culture.” The classicists say that the post office 
is placing quick profits above tradition, which has typi-
cally, though not always, called for stamps to feature the 
nation’s government and cultural leaders, or events in U.S. 
history such as the first flight or statehood anniversaries.
Indeed, the Potter stamps combined all the ingredients 
guaranteed to upset traditionalists commercial, photo-
graphic rather than artistic, and foreign to boot. Postal 
Service officials didn’t even consult the Citizens’ Stamp 
Advisory Committee a panel formed more than 50 years 
ago to recommend stamp subjects that have culturally 
enduring value — probably in the full knowledge that they 
were writing a new installment of mail history that might 
best be titled “Harry Potter and the Philatelic Furor.”
But the truth is that when it comes to American stamps, 
the definition of American culture has expanded dramati-
cally in recent years to include muscle cars and Disney 
and “Simpsons” characters. In 2007, the intergalactic char-
acters of “Star Wars” were emblazoned on a set of stamps.
Certainly, the new Harry Potter stamps are no more 
commercial than the Pixar movie commemoratives and 
no less American than The Beatles stamp of 1999 or the 
endangered species series of 1992, which included a 
panda, a giraffe and a Bengal tiger. And even in the dig-
nified days of stiffly posed stamp portraits that looked as 
though they came straight from U.S. currency, Italian poet 
Dante Alighieri, who wrote “The Divine Comedy” during 
the Middle Ages, was honored with a stamp in 1965. In 
retrospect, traditionalists might see that as the first sign 
that the U.S. Postal Service was heading toward hell.
The goal of the Postal Service is clear: It hopes to con-
jure up some cash, to disapparate some of its red ink. In 
this era of its financial independence from government, 
that’s a necessity, and there are worse ways to accom-
plish it than with a popular boy wizard, even one who 
isn’t American.
Homemade plastic guns that 
can shoot real bullets aren’t toys 
from Santa’s workshop. Rather, they 
are lethal weapons made much 
more easily attainable through the 
burgeoning technology of 3-D printers. 
Yet the federal limits on plastic guns, 
the Undetectable Firearms Act, first 
signed into law by then President 
Ronald Reagan in 1988, is set to expire 
on Dec. 9, unless Congress acts to 
extend it.
All-plastic guns can easily slip 
passed metal detectors at airports 
and other safety checkpoints. This 
should be an easy, doable job even in 
this most dyspeptic season for federal 
lawmakers. The law has been renewed 
twice since it was first passed, after all. 
Yet, law-enforcement officials who 
support the extension are getting 
concerned as they watch yet another 
political squabble threaten to derail 
reauthorization of the act. One issue is 
over whether to simply extend the law 
or amend it to include provisions that 
would address the issue of 3-D printed 
weapons.
The law currently requires 3-D gun 
manufacturers to have to make the 
weapons detectable by including some 
form of metal, but that metal piece 
often is nonfunctioning and can be 
easily removed to avoid screeners’ 
detection.
And even though 3-D printing 
technology is still relatively new 
because it’s costly and has limited 
public availability, Congress should 
include provisions requiring 3-D 
printed guns to include a necessary, 
non-detachable piece of metal. 
Though 3-D printers aren’t a common 
household item these days, technology 
waits for no one, including lawmakers 
usually slow to catch up with new 
inventions and advancements.
The Senate recently deferred a 
measure to extend the law for a 
year because some Republicans 
feared that Democrats would try to 
use the bill to include other gun-
restriction provisions when it expires 
in an additional 12 months. This is 
ridiculous. Especially since the House 
is expected to approve a 10-year 
extension this week. If the unruly 
House can agree on an extension, 
surely the Senate can pull itself 
together long enough to do the same.
The National Rifle Association, the 
powerful pro-gun group that makes 
so many lawmakers quiver and quake 
whenever gun control is mentioned, 
hasn’t — as of this writing — yet taken 
a public stand on the reauthorization 
or new 3-D printer restrictions. 
That should make it easier for timid 
lawmakers to back both the extensions 
and new metal-detection provisions.
The threat is real. According to a 
Nov. 29 New York Times article, the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives recently assembled a 
plastic gun using designs downloaded 
from a Texas self-defense group. The 
gun could fire multiple .380-caliber 
metal bullets, according to The Times. 
The Texas group, Defense Distributed, 
was ordered by federal officials to 
remove the designs from its website.
But once something like this 
goes online it’s hard to eliminate it 
completely from the eyes of curious 
viewers and would-be killers alike. 
It’s unfathomable why it remains so 
difficult for our elected leaders to enact 
even the most modest curbs on gun 
ownership in this country.
Surely, for the sake of bilstering 
travelers’ safety, and to ensure safety 
in our schools, shopping malls and 
theaters all sites of recent multiple 
shootings our lawmakers can restrict 
the access to plastic guns and make 
them detectable without turning the 
issue into another political stalemate.
Renew the ban on homemade plastic guns in U.S.
Plastic guns made from 3-D printing technology should continue to be stopped
EditoriAl BoArd |  The Miami Herald
Postal Potter
English stamps cause controversy
EditoriAl BoArd |  Los Angeles Times
All-plastic guns can 
easily slip passed metal 
detectors at airports 
and other safety 
checkpoints. This should 
be an easy, doable 
job even in this most 
dyspeptic season for 
federal lawmakers.
The classicists say that the post 
office is placing quick profits above 
tradition, which has typically, though 
not always, called for stamps to 
feature the nation’s government 
and cultural leaders, or events in 
U.S. history such as the first flight 
or statehood anniversaries.








• All utilities provided
• By the bedroom leases
• Convenient Harrisonburg Transit  
    Service
• Designated quiet buildings
• 24-hour access to the Clubhouse
• Resort style pool and hot tub
• Private study rooms & computer       
    lounge
• Furnished apartments with        
    leather sofas
• 32” LCD flat pannel TVs
• Cable TV with HBO
• Free tanning beds
• Pet walk (pet friendly!)
• Car care facility
• State of the art fitness center
• Excellent customer service
• Energy star certified
• Internet with Wi-Fi provided
Nôrth 38
DON’T FIGHT THE TRAFFIC 
ON PORT REPUBLIC 
$490
Generous $75.00 cap on electricity
More money in your pocket!!
By SCOTT JOHNSON
The Breeze
After years of entertaining friends with cook-
ing, JMU alumnae Rachel Gottlieb and Jaclyn 
Woolsey decided to collaborate with publish-
ing house Mascot Books to create “Dine Like 
The Dukes: A James Madison Cookbook.” 
Gottlieb, a 2008 writing, rhetoric and tech-
nical communications graduate, explains that 
the idea came from years of hosting fun and 
inexpensive dinners with friends. 
“One of our friends started the idea of a wine 
club where Jacki [Woolsey] or I would host din-
ner and everyone else would bring a bottle of 
wine,” Gottlieb said. “We would theme the din-
ners by region or country and have a great time 
reminiscing about all our times at JMU.” 
Gottlieb expanded her cooking hobby to the 
community by setting up her own food blog 
and hosting JMU-inspired dinners that include 
buffalo mash, grilled cheese and sundae bars. 
This caught the attention of Josh Patrick, the 
sales director for Mascot Books and close 
friend of Gottlieb and Woolsey. 
“The project came about first from the suc-
cess of a Virginia Tech cookbook and we thought 
of JMU since they are on just about every ‘Top 
Collegiate Food’ list,” Patrick said. “I had talk-
ed with Jacki and she had mentioned that they 
cooked meals from JMU every once in a while 
and she was interested in writing a book.” 
Mascot Books started in 2003 and has cur-
rently published more than 1,000 books. Its 
most successful book of 2012 was “Taste of Vir-
ginia Tech,” which continues to do well today. 
While the company originally started with 
books to promote the Hokies, Mascot Books 
has collaborated with JMU before, creating the 
books “Hello Duke Dog” and “Learning Foot-
ball with the Duke Dog.” 
JMU’s dining has been nationally rec-
ognized. JMU dining was ranked No. 2 in 
Princeton Review’s ranking for food service. 
Woolsey, a 2008 interdisciplinary liberal 
studies major with a master’s degree. in edu-
cation, noted that the cookbook would be filled 
with their favorite recipes from years passed.
 “We have the cookbook organized with on-
campus foods, off-campus favorites and then 
some good tailgating treats,” Woolsey said. 
Currently, Gottlieb and Woolsey have recre-
ated 30 recipes from around campus so people 
can make their own versions at home. While 
the two discussed how Harrisonburg’s food 
has enriched their lives, they are aware of the 
recent changes in the city.
 “I know many things have changed both on 
campus and off campus food-wise,” Woolsey 
said. “The restaurants hold special places in 
everyone’s memories of JMU. There’s always 
a big conversation with alumni when one of 
our favorite places close. We’d love to find a 
special dish from each of these places so that 
everyone feels like a part of their experience 
is in the book and that we support the Harri-
sonburg community as a whole.” 
The cookbook was originally established 
through a Kickstarter project that ended mid-
November, making $2,175 of its $9,500 goal. 
Since then, the group has decided that they 
would lower the overall costs for the book by 
making advertising deals with local restau-
rants and talking to officials on campus for 
support. The cookbook is planned to be 8.5’’ x 
11’’ and 100 pages long.
 Patrick has felt that Kickstarter is beneficial 
for writers who wish to start projects through 
Mascot Books.
 “As far as crowd sourcing projects, our 
program is somewhat expensive. It costs a 
lot of money to illustrate, design and print 
high quality hardcover books,” Patrick said. 
“We’ve only been active with Kickstarter this 
year and already we’ve published 10 to 15 
Kickstarter backed projects. Some come to us 
without the funds and we suggest Kickstarter 
and it’s always a lot of fun watching success-
ful projects.” 
Patrick has noted that any donations for the 
book would be appreciated and organizations 
can submit their own recipes or ads by provid-
ing enough support to info@mascotbooks.com. 
Even years later, the authors continue to 
have dinner parties where they reminisce 
about how food brought their time at JMU to 
a whole new level.   
“This book is a great way to help us 
continue feeding our memories of JMU 
— the best place ever,” Gottlieb said.
CONTACT Scott Johnson at 
johnsosp@dukes.jmu.edu.
Meals fit for a Duke
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THE REASON FOR THE SEASON
Students invite an underprivileged family into their home, more at breezejmu.org.
Watch it!
Travis Barbour tells you what to 
watch during the winter break
By TRAVIS BARBOUR
The Breeze
With the semester coming to an end and finals 
looming around the corner, students are going to 
have more than enough on their plates. But luckily 
there’s a lot to look forward to over break such as 
family, holidays and best of all: movies.
December is full of highly anticipated film 
releases that are sure to nab some awards. So if 
you’re as excited as me about this, keep reading 
because I’m going to tell you some of the must-sees 
of the holiday season.
For starters, Meryl Streep is back. Yes, you heard 
that right. The three-time Oscar winner returns in 
“August: Osage County” with Julia Roberts, Ewan 
McGregor and a supporting cast of other acting 
veterans. This film tells the story of a dysfunctional 
family reuniting after the death of the patriarch. 
Rife with emotional tension and incredible acting, 
you’ll definitely want to catch this one when it hits 
theaters Christmas day.
If you’re looking for a lighter film, Ben Stiller’s 
“The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” promises to be a 
visually stunning breath of fresh air. Blurring the 
lines between dreams and reality, this film follows 
a man who escapes his humdrum office life to have 
adventures and actually “live.” Just from the trailers, 
the cinematography in this film looks incredible, 
and I know when Christmas comes I’ll definitely 
find time to make my way to a theater to see it.
Nearly every film genre is represented this 
holiday season. If you’re craving a taste of fantasy 
or you’re a Tolkien fan, you’ll have to check out 
Peter Jackson’s second installment of “The Hobbit” 
trilogy, “The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug.” 
Here we continue the incredible journey of Bilbo 
Baggins through Middle Earth. But this time, we’ll 
get to see the dragon himself voiced by Benedict 
Cumberbatch. I can’t wait to see this fire-breather 
in 3-D.
Speaking of sequels, the Channel 5 news team 
is back and their suits have never looked better. 
“Anchorman: The Legend Continues” hits theaters 
Dec. 20th. With such a great cast, this film, like its 
predecessor, is guaranteed to give you a laughing-
induced six-pack. Who needs gym memberships, 
anyway?
Another film coming out that hasn’t gotten a 
lot of media attention is “47 Ronin.” Keanu Reeves 
returns to his Matrix martial arts roots in this 
samurai fantasy. The film tells the story of a group 
of samurai warriors on the hunt for an evil shogun 
who killed their master. Mixing fantasy and action 
in the exotic setting of Imperial Japan, this movie 
promises to be a spectacle you won’t want to miss.
“Silver Linings Playbook” director David O. 
Russell returns with an all-star cast in “American 
Hustle,” a ’70s-set drama loosely based on an old 
FBI sting. Christian Bale, Amy Adams, Jennifer 
Lawrence and Bradley Cooper star in this film — 
just reading those names should be enough to get 
you to the theaters.
Last, but certainly not least, comes Martin 
Scorsese’s latest venture, “The Wolf of Wall Street.” 
This film details the true story of Jordan Belfort, a 
stockbroker who rose to immeasurable riches but 
fell into crime and corruption. Leonardo DiCaprio 
is coming back swinging for an Oscar, along with 
co-star Jonah Hill.
Extravagant set pieces and excellent acting and 
directing are all but certain for this film. Being the 
third film from this list coming out on Christmas, 
I’m going to have to prepare myself for some tough 
decisions — I can’t spend my whole Christmas in 
the theater.
These are only a few upcoming films to look 
forward to. So grab a friend, get some popcorn and 
check out the movies during break. You won’t be 
disappointed. 
Travis Barbour is a senior media arts and design 
major. Contact him at barbotw@dukes.jmu.edu.
Shacking up
The Shack Band is returning to Harrisonburg for a weekend performance
By STEPHEN PROFFITT
The Breeze
Nothing serves as a remedy for a cold, 
dreary day quite like some heart-pump-
ing, progressive, rock funk jam. Enter: 
The Shack Band.
On the eve of Thanksgiving inside 
Richmond’s Tobacco Company, sat 
bassist Mason Owen and saxophon-
ist, Josh Crowley, of The Shack Band; 
they and band members Hunter Pease 
(lead vocals and guitar), Bobby Hudson 
(drums) and Andrew Gillespie (keys) 
had just wrapped up a soundcheck for 
their third annual Gravy Ball.
“The night before Thanksgiving is just 
a killer night to play,” Owen said. “All the 
college kids are home for break and lit-
erally nobody except for people in retail 
have to work on Thanksgiving.”
What started as a college band with 
three friends (Pease, Owen, Gillespie) 
attending Virginia Tech, has turned 
into a regional staple throughout the 
mid-Atlantic.
“[I] helped renovate a spot in the 
backyard of my fraternity house,” Owen 
said. “It was a spot called ‘The Shack.’ 
It had been called that before we reno-
vated it.”
Evolution is a great thing — especially 
when it comes to music. The band relo-
cated to Richmond in 2010 and Hudson 
joined the band. Crowley permanently 
made the band a quintet at the begin-
ning of this year. 
“It was a great addition,” senior mar-
keting major Marc Rasmussen said. “It 
was not that they were missing anything, 
but him joining ... that was a really great 
thing.”
The move to the state’s capital 
turned the band from a hobby into an 
occupation.
Since the move, the band has literal-
ly driven its way up the success ladder. 
With the help of a white Ford Econoline 
van, the five friends and bandmates 
spend hours upon hours inside a four-
row, boxed vehicle, touring night after 
night up and down the East coast. 
In 2012, the band played over 120 
shows and Owen said they will finish 
2013 with around 160. “It’s definitely 
difficult,” Crowley said. “But then there’s 
times where you don’t want to leave.”
Some would say it’s an anomalous 
way of improving.
“You think of a lot of bands, Phish 
and the Grateful Dead, the jamband 
scene,” Rasmussen said. “It’s all about 
just playing out more and more.”
see SHACK, page B2
JMU graduates hope to make memories with recipes reminiscent of college days
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“It’s definitely difficult. But 
then there’s times where 
you don’t want to leave.”
Josh Crowley
saxophonist of The Shack Band
The Shack Band performs at Empire in Springfield, Va. for the Heady Fall Classic with The Heavy Pets and two other bands in November.“The Secret Life of Walter Mitty”
“The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug”
“Anchorman 2: The Legend Continues”
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BakeRY | ‘She is very talented at what she does. She’s talented in all food’
SHaCk | ‘About Monday afternoon 
I’m ready to get back in the van’
from front
She often tops off her desserts with pearls, fondant, fresh fruit, 
a drizzle or luster dust, which is an edible sparkle that she sprin-
kles on cakes.
 Pricing starts at $1.25 per cupcake or cake serving. Her typi-
cal cupcake order ranges from 10-12 dozen. Her themed cakes 
are rising in popularity, and she has added cookies, pies and 
cake pops to her menu, but her cupcakes are still her best-sell-
ing product. 
Bazzle taught herself most of her recipes, tweaking some that 
she finds in cookbooks and magazines, but making them all from 
scratch. She has gained several recipes from family members. 
Her internship this summer at ButterCream Dreams, a local bak-
ing business in Weyers Cave, Va., gave her new ideas and more 
experience in the business world.
 Although Bazzle’s company is doing well now, many of her 
professors were hesitant about the idea. Hospitality graduates 
generally lean toward careers in hotel management and event 
planning, so her instructors were unsure whether a business out-
side of these realms would succeed.
 Hospitality professor Tassie Pippert has been a mentor and 
a fan of Bazzle’s since her freshman year. Pippert taught Foun-
dations of Leadership, one of the first hospitality classes Bazzle 
took. Being a caterer herself, Pippert has been a friendly source 
of support, advice and new ideas for Bazzle and her business. 
Pippert believes in Bazzle’s company and thinks she will succeed 
far beyond where she is at now. 
“She will probably branch out to do other pastries. She is very 
talented at what she does. She’s talented in all food,” Pippert said. 
Other professors have warmed up to her business and have 
become supportive. Those within the hospitality department 
often refer her to a variety of clients, which only helps her busi-
ness’s growth. 
Developing a business while in college is challenging. Bazzle’s 
biggest struggle is time management and trying to juggle all of 
her activities.
 “I want to take on more volume, but between school and two 
other jobs, it’s not feasible until things slow down,” Bazzle said.
 This semester, Bazzle’s typical week includes taking 18 credit 
hours of classes, working ski patrol at Massanutten Resort, an 
eBay manager at Finders Keepers Surplus & Outlet, LLC and 
catering events over the weekend. 
Though this may seem draining, Pippert has been impressed 
with how Bazzle gets it all done and with a smile. 
“If you pursue your passion, you will be happy. Someone else 
will look at it like it’s a lot of hard work, but if you’re doing what 
you love to do, it doesn’t feel like work, it feels like you’re meant 
to do it,” Pippert said. 
Bazzle plans to continue the business long after college. 
Although she currently bakes from her sister’s home in Harri-
sonburg, she has been in the process of planning to build her 
own home just north of Harrisonburg. The house is already under 
construction and should be completed by January 2014. 
Bazzle plans on having a commercial setup in her new home’s 
kitchen, which will be the most expensive part of expanding her 
business. She is also currently in the process of getting licensed 
and insured and wants to have her in-home baking business up 
and running by February.
“I’ve kind of been gradually building what I have as far as 
equipment over the past few years. It’ll be a big initial invest-
ment, but it’ll pay itself off eventually,” Bazzle said. “Right now, 
the big thing is the bake shop. The amount of money it’ll take to 
get the commercial equipment … it’s going to cost a bit.” 
She is also currently working to create a website for her cus-
tomers to order from, which she will start up next semester. She 
hopes that by putting her company online, she will be able to 
generate more awareness. Having only two classes left to take 
next semester, Bazzle hopes to dedicate more time and energy 
to herself and her company.
After baking for hours, Bazzle’s pastries are fresh out of the 
oven and cooled, and she then begins to decorate. She covers 
the red velvet cake in a smooth, vanilla cream cheese icing, 
using piping and luster dust to embellish. She frosts the cup-
cakes with cream cheese or buttercream icing — depending on 
the flavor. She drizzles some with caramel or peach, sprinkles 
Oreo or cake crumbles over others, and uses fondant pumpkins 
on the rest. She fills them with vanilla or caramel, and soaks 
some in peach schnapps.
Once her project is completed, Bazzle will have a total of eight 
dozen cupcakes in five unique flavors and a two-tiered red velvet 
wedding cake, all ready to be delivered for a wedding the next day. 
ContaCt Brittany Azzouz at azzouzbd@dukes.jmu.edu.
from page B1
A typical week usually 
involves the band being on the 
road from Wednesday through 
Sunday.
“About Monday afternoon 
I’m ready to get back in the 
van,” Crowley said. “I start to 
get stir-crazy.”
According to Owen and Crow-
ley, the van rides are always a 
lively time. “Arguing keeps you 
occupied,” Crowley said. “We 
love ‘would you rathers.’”
The band is currently inde-
pendently managed, which 
they say is good because all 
the money goes to their band 
and the band’s tour. Owen is 
the logistical leader of the band 
from booking shows, hotels and 
everything in between.
“We’ve stayed in barns up to 
Marriott’s sometimes,” Crowley 
said. “We’ve stayed in the van. 
It’s happened to the best of us.”
As they bounce from city to 
city, the band battles unhealthy 
habits like any rock group — 
partying and junk food.
Crowley admitted that the 
bandmates’ weaknesses are 
Panera Bread and Chick-Fil-A 
— especially when they’re feel-
ing down. Crowley says that an 
occasional Taco Bell run is nec-
essary for the digestive tract.
“Fast food is poison when 
you’re touring,” Owen said. “It 
takes you from bad to worse, 
always.”
Partying has to be balanced 
when you’re the one supplying 
the entertainment.
“I started going out on the 
road with the band when I was 
20,” Crowley said. “I treated an 
open bar tab like a personal 
challenge. I personally think 
I’ve gotten better.”
For a band of their stature, 
versatility is as important as a 
member. They can go from play-
ing Sullivan Hall in New York 
City (which recently closed) to 
a fraternity basement at JMU in 
a mere 24 hours. When asked, 
they might tell you they prefer 
raging inside of fraternity base-
ments in Harrisonburg. They 
called playing in New York “a 
logistical nightmare.” 
“If anything, it [performing 
in unpopulated settings] brings 
you humility,” Owen said. “Kind 
of need to take everything with 
a grain of salt.”
The band relies heavily 
on the deity powers of social 
media when it comes to pro-
moting shows. They have a 
strong presence on any of the 
major mediums.
“I think it’s great that you 
can reach out to the interested 
parties so easily and quickly,” 
Crowley said.
Their following is immense, 
from Blacksburg to Richmond 
to Harrisonburg. Their shows 
are always unique; structured 
songs can easily turn into a 15 
to 20 minute jam session with-
out any hesitation.
“I think the main thing that 
we do is change up the setlist,” 
Crowley said. “We have such a 
big repertoire that it’s easy to 
reach back and pick out some-
thing that we haven’t done in a 
while.”
With a full-length studio 
album coming in 2014, The 
Shack Band really is firing on 
all cylinders.
On Saturday night, they will 
hit the stage at Clementine 
Cafe opening up for Moon Taxi, 
a indie-progressive rock band 
from Nashville.
Rasmussen says he is excited 
to hear some of the band’s new 
material.
“I’ve probably seen them 
closer to 30 times,” he said. 
“Maybe more.”
It’s not the first time these two 
bands have met. Owen said the 
two have played dozens of gigs 
together dating back to their 
college days. The two bands 
start a four-night run tonight 
in Raleigh, N.C. From there, 
they’ll play in Richmond Friday 
night, and end the tour Sunday 
in Washington, D.C.
“We love the band,” Owen 
said. “Every time we see that 
they’re around, we want to play 
with them.”
The band says they look up to 
Moon Taxi as they serve as great 
role models.
“We look up to the transfor-
mation they’ve taken,” Crowley 
said. “If you listen to their early 
albums — they’re jam-oriented 
records — that’s what we’re try-
ing to get out of a little bit. We 
want our songs to stand on their 
own.”
Saturday promises to be a 
rowdy time in Harrisonburg. 
Owen says some collaboration 
should be in the mix.
“I think it’s going to be nuts,” 
Crowley said. “We haven’t 
played a weekend club show in 
Harrisonburg in years. I think 
it’s going to get pretty wild.”
ContaCt Stephen Proffitt 
at proffittjs@gmail.com.
courtESy of JoSh Burch
Hunter Pease plays guitar to a captivated audience at the Heady Fall Classic at Empire in Springfield, Va.
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By Stephen proffitt
The Breeze
It’s similar to a rock band promoting a 
new album on tour, minus the groupies, par-
ties and fame. This is the reality for the JMU 
men’s basketball non-conference schedule, 
and it’s been everything but a rock show 
thus far.
The Dukes play 14 non-Colonial Athletic 
Association games this season. Twelve are on 
the road. Only one home game (Detroit) was 
scheduled while students were in classes.
So far JMU (2-6) has completed seven of 
its 12 games away from Harrisonburg. Head 
coach Matt Brady has led his team over 
roughly 4,184 miles in under one month’s 
time.
Bus after bus, flight after flight, hotel after 
hotel, the Dukes are seeing some interesting 
parts of the country: Chicago, DeKalb, Ill., 
Charlottesville, Valparaiso, Ind., Rock Hill, 
S.C. and Richmond.
“It’s just a wear on your body,” sophomore 
guard Ron Curry said. “Just tired all the time. 
We were in Chicago and I forgot we were an 
hour behind.”
Life on the road is far from glamorous for 
Division I basketball players. No one car-
ries their bags and they don’t get to spend 
their nights chatting up attractive ladies in 
the hotel bar — it’s not the big leagues. It 
seems like a pretty bland experience. They 
spend hours traveling, share hotel rooms 
with assigned roommates, attend a shoot 
around at the arena and eat as a team, usu-
ally at the hotel.
The most exciting part of the day is either 
eating or getting a few FIFA matches in 
with some teammates — freshman forward 
Yohanny Dalembert recently acquired the 
latest edition of the top-selling soccer video 
game.
Freshman forward Tom Vodanovich and 
Curry vividly recall their favorite meal of the 
season and seven road games. For Vodanovich 
it came at the hotel prior to playing Winthrop 
when they were served a “beautiful chicken 
and pasta” meal. Curry said that the dinner 
in the Richmond Marriott before the game 
this past Saturday gets his vote. Steak, lasa-
gna and salad. 
For a traveling student-athlete, it’s the small 
things that count when you’re used to late 
night travel. On multiple occasions, the Dukes 
have arrived home at 3 a.m. or later. 
After the Northern Illinois University 
Invitational Nov. 15-17, the team was stranded 
inside Chicago’s O’Hare International Airport 
on a Sunday evening at the mercy of weather 
delays. “We never thought we were going to 
get home,” Vodanovich said.
The Dukes bounced from terminal to ter-
minal just for a place to eat. In the multi-hour 
delay, they actually caught a glimpse of retired 
NBA star Yao Ming, who was passing through 
a major hub. The team finally made it back 
to Harrisonburg at 5 a.m. Monday morning. 
Players attended class that day, too.
Bus rides aren’t very spectacular either. 
Vodanovich said that the team gets to see a 
lot of ESPN on the bus. They usually watch 
whatever game is on television. As far as road 
trip music goes, Curry says he’s been into Yo 
Gotti’s “I Am” album recently. The same can’t 
be said for Vodanovich.
“I lost my headphones,” Vodanovich said. 
“But everyone else is Beats’d up.”
Once at the hotel, roommate assignments 
are made to build camaraderie among the 
team.
Vodanovich says that redshirt senior for-
ward Andrey Semenov has been the best 
roommate because of his “years of wisdom.”
“That’s definitely good,” Curry said of the 
room assignments. “I don’t get to hang out 
with them outside of practice so you get to 
chill with your teammates.”
Not much downtime is to be had once 
see BaSketBall, page B5 
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“number one thing 
you’re looking for is a 
person that’s going to 
come in and be good 
with the players.” 
mike o’Cain 
JMU offensive coordinator
 On Saturday Nov. 16, Mickey 
Matthews entered the sixth floor of 
Bridgeforth Stadium for his postgame 
press conference. JMU had just lost 
to a 3-6 Stony Brook University team 
41-38 on Senior Day. It was the first 
time the Dukes had lost to a Football 
Championship Subdivision team with 
a losing record since 2006.
I watched senior Dae’Quan Scott 
hold back tears as he answered 
questions for the media for the 
last time at JMU. Matthews sat 
overlooking three cameras and 
maybe a dozen media personnel. He 
reluctantly fielded questions from 
them and even called one out for 
asking seniors if they felt they had 
“underachieved.” Matthews failed to 
even break the seal on his Diet Coke. 
In a deathly quiet room, he stood 
up following the 
final inquiry and 
released a sigh 
that could’ve 
been heard 
around the world. 
With his hands 
entrenched in his 
jacket pockets, he 
trudged out of the 
room step by step staring down at the 
carpet.
It was over. The game at Towson 
University the next week couldn’t 
have mattered less. JMU’s playoff 
hopes were depleted and it seemed 
as if Matthews knew that was the last 
time he’d ride the speedy Bridgeforth 
elevator, which takes just under 22 
seconds to reach the top level. 22 
seconds was surely not long enough 
for him to savor his job.
They went on to lose to Towson 
28-17, which added insult to injury. It 
was no more than 38 hours after the 
final whistle to the Dukes’ 6-6 season 
that Matthews was shown the door.
Last Monday at 9 a.m. the social 
media realm exploded with praises 
of joy — most were glad to see the 
60-year-old left unemployed.
I grew up following quite a bit of 
JMU football, listening to the voice 
of Mike Schikman on a fuzzy radio. 
I know a lot more than most of the 
people who were just throwing 140 
crass characters together like it was 
their job.
So you’ve been here for one, two, 
maybe three years. You’ve been to a 
football game, maybe a handful. You 
may be the student who wears the 
JMU fight song T-shirt and thinks it’s 
cool. But this 6-6 season just threw 
you over the edge. You’d had enough 
and you knew that Matthews had to 
be the sole problem. He had to go. 
After all, you’ve sat through so many 
miserable losing seasons, right?
Unfortunately, we live in a society 
of “What have you done for me 
lately?” It’s human nature and it’s 
prominent in sports. I agree that firing 
Matthews was the right decision. The 
Dukes had missed the playoffs four 
out of the past five seasons. That’s 
inexcusable.
Ten million dollars was spent to 
construct the Athletic Performance 
Center that opened in 2005 and the 
Bridgeforth renovations totaled $62.5 
million.
In my mind, money like that is 
shelled out with the expectation of 
being a frequent flyer member to the 
Football Championship Subdivision 
playoffs.
The program has been around 
since 1972 and Matthews is the 
winningest coach (109-71). He 
brought JMU its first and only 
national championship, but it wasn’t 
enough. 
He was a staple in the local 
community, beloved by so many.
Everyone has the right to judge 
others and I’m not taking that away 
from anybody, but think about the 
grand scheme of things — Mickey 
Matthews was a great contributor 
to the JMU community for 15 years. 
Show some gratitude.
The world continues to spin and 
we’re on the search for the next coach 
here. Whomever it may be, I doubt 
anyone knows just yet. CarrSports 
Consulting already hard at work 
finding a replacement and I think 
also drafting up more serious plans 
to move up to the Football Bowl 
Subdivision.
No one will ever pull off a visor like 
Mickey Matthews did, and for that I 
thank him for being the first person to 
put Harrisonburg “on the map.”
But in the end, do you really want 
a 60-year-old leading your most 
prominent athletic program into the 
biggest change in JMU sports history?
Stephen Proffitt is a junior media 




Matthews’ departure is 
just what JMU needs
Stephen proffitt  
estimated proffitt
from front 
those applicants will be reviewed by a JMU search 
committee along with CarrSports.
Bourne is the chairman of JMU’s four-man 
search committee. The other members are Faculty 
Athletics Representative Roger Soenksen, Board 
of Visitors member and former JMU football play-
er (’77-’80) Mike Battle and senior Vice President 
for Administration and Finance Charles King.
“Once a pool of applicants has been deter-
mined, we’ll set interviews and those interviews 
will actually take place as a group — with all mem-
bers of the search committee,” Bourne said.
Each member of the search committee was 
chosen for specific reasons. Aside from the 
required presence of Bourne, Soenksen was cho-
sen to speak to candidates about the academic 
profile of JMU and the current academic status of 
players. Battle was chosen for his perspectives as 
a former player and a donor, and King was chosen 
for the financial inquiries such as potential facili-
ties enhancements in the future.
Once an applicant makes it past the initial 
interview process, the final interview will also 
include JMU President Jon Alger and the chair-
man of the Board of Visitors Athletics Committee 
Ron Devine.
While Bourne says that there is no formal time-
line set for the search, offensive coordinator and 
quarterbacks coach Mike O’Cain has an estimate. 
O’Cain was the head football coach at North Caro-
lina State University from 1993-99.
“You guess, if he’s  trying to do it, he has a good 
pool of candidates, it’s going to take two to three 
weeks after next week [when the application win-
dow closes],” O’Cain said.
There have been several names rumored as 
potential applicants, including former JMU play-
ers John DeFilippo (’00) and Bryan Stinespring 
(’86). DeFilippo is currently the quarterbacks 
coach for the Oakland Raiders and Stinespring is 
the recruiting coordinator and tight ends coach 
at Virginia Tech.
While not commenting specifically, Bourne 
does anticipate that they will apply.
In the meantime, O’Cain describes the mood 
of the team during this transition period as 
uncertain.
“Just unsure, don’t know what’s going to hap-
pen,” O’Cain said. “Not afraid, that’s not the right 
word. But just being unsure, not having any feel for 
where it’s going to go or what’s going to happen.”
No interim head coach is going to be named. 
However, O’Cain will be a coordinator of informa-
tion between the football offices and the athletic 
department for the time being. Part of his role, 
along with the rest of the current assistant coach-
ing staff, is to make sure everything continues to 
run smoothly during the transition.
“Just to kind of keep everything in place. This 
is a critical time for any football team. We got one 
week of school and then exams,” O’Cain said. 
“Because sometimes what happens when there’s 
no one in charge, the players, as anybody, they can 
kind of wander off and lose focus of what’s impor-
tant. And the important thing now is to make sure 
that we finish strong academically, continue to 
work hard in the weight room.”
Bourne met with the coaching staff last week 
and asked them to stay at least until the end of 
their contract period (January 31) or until a new 
coach is hired. He said that any of the staff that 
is interested in the head coach position should 
apply.
While O’Cain said that he’s not sure who’s 
formally applying, he did say that he thinks, “there’d 
be a lot of us that would be interested.”
As far as the criteria that JMU may be seeking in 
its new coach, three of the basic requirements list-
ed in the job posting are: a minimum of five years 
collegiate football coaching experience, coaching 
experience at the NCAA Division I Championship 
level or above and demonstrated ability to develop 
student-athletes holistically in their quest for excel-
lence — academically, athletically and socially as 
they prepare for productive and meaningful lives.
O’Cain echoed some of those qualifications.
“Number one thing you’re looking for is a person 
that’s going to come in and be good with the players. 
I think that’s always the case,” O’Cain said. “I think 
that coach Matthews was really good, but I think 
guys that are going to come in and treat players with 
respect, bring integrity to the program, have integ-
rity within the program, demand things to be done 
the right way academically as well as athletically.”
The players’ input on their new coach is wel-
comed by Bourne as well. He met with the team 
Monday.
“I shared with them [Monday] that their insight 
would be certainly something that we’re going to 
give consideration to,” Bourne said. “If they want-
ed it or elected to talk to me independently, I’d be 
happy to do so. I think the meeting went very well.”
Some of the players do have their own idea in 
mind for the type of coach they would like. 
“I know a lot of the guys have been saying they 
want somebody that’s going to really fire them up,” 
said one player who wished to remain anonymous. 
“Maybe a younger style of coach.” 
It appears that JMU could have its new head foot-
ball coach within the next month or two. Regardless 
of who it is, the school should have the pick of the 
litter, as expressed by Bourne on Nov. 25.
“I’m extremely optimistic, given the interest in this 
position, that we’re going to have a very large and 
talented group of individuals interested in the next 
head coach position here at JMU,” Bourne said. 
ContaCt Wayne Epps Jr. at 
breezesports@gmail.com. 
SearCh |  players want someone to ‘fire them up’ 
men’S BaSketBall (2-6) 
all aboard 
Men’s basketball working through grind of non-conference schedule
On road trips, one way that men’s basketball players bond is by rooming with each other. Seven of the team’s eight games so far have been on the road. 
lauren gordon / tHe breeZe
PICKS
of the WEEK
Stanford @ Arizona State Stanford Arizona State
Missouri vs. Auburn Auburn Auburn
Oklahoma @ Oklahoma State Oklahoma Oklahoma
Ohio State vs. Michigan State Ohio State Ohio State
Wayne Epps Jr.
36-42














Tie Breaker: HeaD To HeaD
Bradford Ambrose Anne Elsea
FiNaL CoUNTDowN
from front
season in 2004. The team went 8-2 overall 
in the regular season, 7-1 in the Atlantic 10 
and was the Atlantic 10 Tri-Champion with 
the College of William & Mary and the Uni-
versity of Delaware.
In the playoffs, JMU had to play each 
game on the road and became the first team 
to play all of its games on the road en route 
to a national championship. The Dukes beat 
Lehigh, Furman, avenged a regular-season 
loss against William & Mary, and then finally 
beat Montana 31-21 in the national champi-
onship game.
During JMU’s championship run, the 
school was constructing the $10 million 
Robert and Frances Plecker Athletic Perfor-
mance Center and it opened the next fall, in 
2005. The Plecker Center added needed aca-
demic support areas for student-athletes and 
also a weight room, football locker room and 
football offices.
Matthews and JMU missed the playoffs 
with a 7-4, 5-3 Atlantic 10 record in 2005. But 
JMU then made the playoffs three straight 
years from 2006-08. 2008 may have been the 
highlight of that run, as JMU went 8-0 in the 
Colonial Athletic Association, went 10-1 over-
all (setting the JMU record for regular season 
wins) and made it the farthest that it had 
since 2004 in the playoffs, before losing to 
the University of Montana in the semifinals.
Matthews became the winningest coach 
in JMU history that season as well.
But from there, Matthews only made it to 
the playoffs one time (2011) in the next five 
seasons. That was despite the $62.5 million, 
approximately 10,000 seat addition to Bridge-
forth Stadium that opened in 2011.
JMU beat then No.13 ranked Virginia Tech 
in 2010 and Matthews won his 100th career 
game last season.
But Matthews helped elevate JMU to 
be one of the top programs in the Football 
Championship Subdivison. And for a pro-
gram at that level, a record of missing the 
playoffs proved to not be good enough.
CONTACT  Wayne Epps Jr. at 
breezesports@gmail.com.
Lauren gordon / The Breeze
Mickey Matthews and freshman running back Khalid Abdullah walk off the field after Abdullah’s first career game against UNC Charlotte, the 
game in which his redshirt was removed. Matthews was known for his character and personality during his tenure at JMU.
MATTHEWS |  Missing playoffs was final blow
from page B4 
in the hotel. After practice, shoot around and maybe some 
extra gym time, the guys are tired and ready for bed. Brady 
said practice during the middle of the day allows them to 
hit the snooze button a few more times, which is good.
“We always have stuff to do,” Curry said. “We get like 
two hours to just chill [on game day].”
And it doesn’t slow down any time soon. This weekend, 
the Dukes will log another 2,838 total miles as they par-
ticipate in the E-Tech Lumberjack Classic held at Stephen 
F. Austin University in Nacodoches, Texas. JMU will face 
Sam Houston State University (5-3) Friday night and host-
school Stephen F. Austin (6-2) Saturday night.
“For us, not being able to get a home game, this is the 
next best option,” Brady said. He stressed his desire to 
book neutral court games in the schedule making process.
CAA member Towson University (6-2) is also in the 
tournament so it’s a good time for Brady to get an early 
look at a conference opponent.
Semenov said Tuesday that he would play on Friday. 
He’s missed the last three games with ankle inflamma-
tion — the team has missed him dearly.
The Dukes went 0-16 from behind the arc on Saturday 
night against the University of Richmond. It lowered the 
team three-point average to an atrocious 21 percent.
“We’ll look for other ways to score the basketball,” 
Brady said Monday. “But at some point you got to think 
that shots are going to fall.”
With Semenov back, the starting lineup will consist of 
three sophomores, one sixth-year and a freshman. Not 
ideal, but it’ll have to do.
“None of our guys are in the role they’re suppose to be 
in,” Brady said. “Freshmen and sophomores.”
Brady remains optimistic though, stating that the last 
time they journeyed to a tournament, they returned home 
with two wins. 
“He’s (John Calipari, Kentucky) got at least six first 
round draft picks and he’s not sure what he’s doing with 
his team,” Brady said. “I’m in pretty good company when 
I’m playing four, starting two (freshmen), that I don’t have 
any first round draft picks here and we’re still searching.”
CONTACT Stephen Proffitt at 
proffittjs@gmail.com.
bASkETbAll | 
JMu travels again this 
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Devon Lane 2-3-4 Bed-
room Townhomes available 
2014-2015. 540-435-7339. 
3 BeDroom/2.5 Bath 
townhouse available 




try home near city. $1200/
mo. Pets ok. crownrestora-
tions@gmail.com 
4 BeDrooms 1 and 1/2 
baths near campus and Me-
morial.Washer/dryer. $400 
per month per student.Call: 
540-830-3170
yoGa: slow-paced, align-
ment-based. Group and one-
on-one classes www.agood-
stretch.com
tax preparation (all 




insurance. Call DHS Fi-
nancial Services at(540) 
438-0288 NOW 
mom/heLp: Shopping, 
wrapping, meals, errands for 
you; expert mom 383-3162
GraDuatinG Dec-2014? 





ments Available 2014-15 
School Year 540-564-2659 
www.castleproperty.com 





ances, Hard Floors Available 
14-15 www.castleproperty.
com 540-564-2659
room avaiLaBLe asap 
in Stone Gate, email graef-
fat@dukes.jmu.edu for de-
tails!
BuiLDinG Lot in 
BriDGewater. Gail, Old 
Dominion Realty, 540-810-
2983
coLoniaL home in 
Dayton. Gail, Old Dominion 
Realty 540-810-2983.
5 BeDroom Home in 
Harrisonburg. Gail, Old 
Dominion Realty 540-810-
2983 
Lot off port roaD, Kim, 
Old Dominion Realty 540-
810-1122
Lot in sunset heiGhts. 
Gail, Old Dominion Realty 
540-810-2983 
5 BeDroom home in 
Dayton. Gail, Old Dominion 
Realty 540-810-2983. 
BuiLDinG Lot in 
harrisonBurG. Gail, Old 
Dominion Realty 540-810-
2983 
home on 5.143 acres. 
Gail, Old Dominion Realty
therapuetic Day 
treatment speciaList 
needed for school program 
providing counseling servic-
es to children with emotional 
and/or behavioral issues. 
Bachelor’s degree in Human 
Services  required; Masters 
preferred. Crossroads  Coun-
seling Center is a drug and 
alcohol free workplace Email 
resume to fritchie@csv-inc.com
neeD to suBLease 
apartment. Pet friendly. 




Your Online and Mobile 
ReputationMatters. 
888.737.8922
onLine Backup - Easy 
Secure Automatic for your 
files 888.737-8922
Devonshire viLLaGe 
townhomes! Walk/bike to 
campus. Available 2014-
2015. 410-370-5822. 
poLisheD papers - 
Shape papers to finished ex-
cellence. 540-578-6023. 
shannonldevall@gmail.com
three DiLonGhi eLec. 
space heaters. Exel. 
cond. $25.00 ea. 833-2610. 
$800 4 BeDroom town-




utilities included. Available 
January 8. No smoking/
pets. 540-298-2163.
4 BeDroom,2 bath,3 
blocks away. 85 E.Grattan 
(540)820-0065 
the ONLY club in the area...
just 35 minutes away!
Gentleman’s Club
Matthias, WV 304.897.8200 paradisecitygentlemensclub.com
Madison Marketplace





PURCHASE OF $20 OR MORE
-SUPER COMBO ONLY $7.35-
FREE DELIVERY (540) 568-9899
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